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has hitherto  been  a doubt whether or to what extent he was a paid agent    But it should never be forgotten that, though De Foe and Harley were united by a tie of personal and reciprocal interest, pecuniary on  the one  side and political on  the other,  they had  also  much  in  common.      Each possessed a sound sense producing a moderation of political  opinion ;  intolerance, whether among High Churchmen or Dissenters, Whigs or Tories, was repugnant to each, and each set great store on peace, progress,  and  social  improvement.     It  is thus not difficult to understand how De Foe and Harley could work together, differing sometimes, as in the case of the peace with  France,  or on the manner of securing an object, but agreeing on general principles of policy.    De Foe was certainly not always consistent in his treatment of political questions :  thus, after Harley lost office in 1708, his  advocacy of the Whig party was  somewhat opposed to his subsequent writings in favour of peace.     But   his   relationship  with   Harley   was characterised by a general consistency of political argument which   shows  a community of opinion between the writer and the statesman.     During the   whole   of   their   connection   De   Foe   never hesitated to tell his patron when he needed money, and Harley was never niggardly in his payment, though no one could have had a better return for his expenditure.   Just as Harley employed Ogilvie,